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LIFE IN A FOREST 


THE TREES IN A FOREST provide food and 
shelter for a huge variety of wildlife, from nesting 
birds to leaf-eating insects. Some animals live inside 
the trunk of the tree, while others live among the roots 

or the leaty branches. Even the rotting logs and leaf 
litter on the ground are full of tiny animals, and fungi 
and ferns thrive in the shady, moist environment. 

Many woodlands have been cut down to make 

way for factories, farms, and houses. Unless we 

protect the forests that are left, and plant new 
trees to replace those that have gone, thousands 
of plants and animals will lose their homes. 


The tawny owl & 
(Strix aluco) The young weasel's { 
is 1 ft high ши (Mustela nivalis) ч 
It lives in Africa, Asia, body is 6 in. long 
and Europe It lives in Asia, 
Europe, North Africa, 
and North America 





















The many-zoned fungus 
(Conolus versicolor) 

is 114 in. wide 

It Ives in Australia and 
North of the equator 


The fly agaric's 


Am mula muscan 





The brown roll-rim’s 


Paxillus involutus 


lt hves r Al f ^^ 























The common centipede 
(Lithobius forficatus) 

is 11/4 in. long. 

It lives in Europa. 





The eastern rosella 
(Platycercus eximius) 
is 2 ft. long. 

It lives in Australia. 





The giant wood wasp 


The bluebell’s B 
я госе as 
M RARE. The scaly mal em etn ong 
It lives in Europe. deg affinis) It lives in Asia, Europe, 
ronds ara 10 In. long. and northern Africa. 


It lives in Europe and 
Southwest Asia. 






The oak bush cricket 
(Meconema thalassinum) 
is 1/2 in. long. 

It lives in Europe and 
western Asia. 





The young gray squirrel's 


ж (Sciurus carolinensis) 
The slippery jack's Le body is 3 in. long. ۴ 
The American spotted (Suillus luteus) р ғы It lives in Europe, North | 
salamander's capis 2 in. wide. America, and Southern Africa. 


(Ambystoma maculatum) It lives all over the world. 
head and body are 6 in. long. седана Y 
It lives in North America. Р e 


N 
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WHAT A HOOT 


AN UNMISTAKABLE HOOT in the night lets you 
know that there is a tawny owl in the woods. During 
the day, the owl sits quietly among the trees. It is hard 


to spot because its mottled coloring blends in with the 


bark and leaves. At night, the ow] hunts for voles, 


mice, rats, and small birds. Its sharp hearing and silent 


flight make it an excellent hunter. Tawny owls nest in 
hollow trees, or in the old nests of other birds, such as 
magpies. The female lays between two and four white 
Cggs, : and the chic ke. called owlets, hatch after about 
four weeks. The male brings food for the owlets, but 
sometimes, it prey is hard to find, the biggest owlet 
eats the smaller ones. The young birds leave the nest 
after five weeks, but their parents keep feeding them 
until they are three months old. 





KEEPING QUIET 


y owls can tly very quietly This 
ibles them to hear the saqueaks 
inci to pounct with 
th T 11 lull: пэ} 
n the feat! s that eater 
ixl of the wingebeat Also 
surlaces oft the teathers are 


сүй = 
GUESS WHAT? Ч y Қ” n 
If a flock of small birds spots 
a tawny owl, they fly around x 
ıt making a lot ol noise. They SE 


do this to make the owl 
move away from their 
territory (the area where 
they live). When small birds 
annoy an enemy in this way. 
it is called mobbing. 


% 





This muttles the sound 
eathers brushing 
h other, aned the 
ly rushing between then 


SILENT AMBUSH 


x 1 1 
a Pa 











Large, strong 
wings make 
this owl a 
powerful flier. 


Feathers down 
to the toes help 
protect the ow! 
from the bites of 
its prey. 


COUGH MIXTURE 
Owls usually swallow their smaller 
prey whole, gulping down bones, fur, 
and feathers, as well as Mesh. But 
they cannot digest these parts of 
their victims, so they cough 
them up again in the form of 
large pellets. By looking at 
the contents of an owl 

pellet, you can tell what 

the bird has eaten. 


There is a 

thick covering of 
soft feathers on 
the front of the 
body to keep the 
owl warm. 


The large feet end 
in needle-sharp. 
curved talons for 

grasping and 
. .— killing prey. 
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THE CRICKET , zu SR 


ч 


ч y 
SEASON / 3 
/ FANTASTIC FEELERS Ч 



















= j Oak bush crickets aire sometimes 
DURING THE long summer ў called long-horned grasshoppers, \ 
| я because ir long, threadlike | 
days, oak bush crickets hide away | кын тшше 
? antennae (feelers), These help 
among the leafy woodland bushes. ї the cricket feel its way around in i 
They come out at night to feed on V the dark, H the antennae sense 
| х an enemy ahead, their length х 
plants and small insects, or to search М gives the cricket a few extra 1 The large compound 
2 216 21: ‚аг ги % eyes can detect 
for a mate. The male attracts a female м be М тее ылу сы 
' е i стату) 2 è every direction at 
hy making drumming or scraping sounds. % ара 
After mating, the female lays her eggs in %. СЕ 
> s — 
the soil, inside plant stems, or beneath the ын ащ 
bark Of a tree. She uses her sharp egg-laying tube, Ra 
| БЕ The bush 
called an ovipositor, to carve a separate space for e cricket's ears are 
3 Re on ıts front legs, 
each egg. The young crickets, called nymphs, ыг КОКК ПС 
hatch the following spring. They look like an 
эь | ! | м. 
miniature adults, but they have no wings. Their “ы. 


skin is hard and will not stretch, so in order to 
grow, they shed their skin several times to reveal a 
new one underneath. This process is called 
molting. By late summer, each nymph has 

molted up to five times. Atter the 
final molt it has become a fully 
erown adult with wings. 


ГА sharp claw 
on the end of 
each leg helps 
the insect grip 

on to plants 


LEAFY LOOR-ALIKE 
A \ | The oak bush cricket blends in. well 


2 
е MER with its leafy green surroundings Its 

+ ` The bush cricket's ears i 
ج‎ body isa similar color to the bushes 


are not on its head, but ҒАРЫ i 
` on its front legs instead. Where it lives, and Its wings look 
ч The ears ate like drum lke leaves: Its citlicult tor enemies. 
с» <= skins, strelched tight such as birds, to tell which is a leu 
across a hollow in Ihe and which ws a cricket 





5 leg They vibrate when 
sounds hit Ihem. 
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LEAPY CRAWLY 1 " These long, flexible 
Oak bush crickets move around 5 antennae are for 
‘tly by crawling But if a . touching, smelling, 
mostly by crawling But if: 2 oe 
predator approaches, they can Sn moverhenis in tnaır. 
make a quick getaway by N, 


| leaping, jumping, and flying. 

| Their long back legs contain The back legs 
| strong muscles. These muscles may be used 
straighten the legs, lifting the for kicking 
















nick КЦ er enemies, such 
спске оп (Пе ground, away as spiders. 
from danger. t». 
4 ^ ۹ 
po 4 
жс” кар s 
а мМ 
These wings da >” 4j. 


allow the cricket ҒАР The seeds of the 
to fly out of : А 


oak tree, called 
danger when 


an enemy 
,approaches. 
f 


> acorns, develop 
Pr 03 inside the 

СЭ 5 protection of 

these little cups. 
























х 
The female's large 
ovipositor (egg-laying 
organ) is shaped 
like a Sword 


for cutting 
y into plants. 
7% E 
a 
4 ) 
í 
М 
CRICKET SONGS 


In the dark of a woodland 

night. the male oak bush 
cricket makes loud sounds 
to attract a female. He 
drums one of his back 

legs rapidly against a 
leat, and raises his 
wings to make the 
sounds louder 
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+. 
The top layer of fur is 
A made up of long. stiff 
1 : hairs. Close up. you 


7 em É р can see that these 
THE GRAY SQUIRREL travels nimbly through the outer hairs are 
Й ЭР К . colored brown, black 
trees in search of food. If danger threatens, it may stay and white. 
completely still, relying on its mottled gray color 
to hide it against tree trunks. But if it is 










spotted by an enemy, such as a bird of prey, 
the squirrel's speedy acrobatics make it 
difficult to catch. The gray squirrel 
builds a round, football-sized nest, 
called a drey, in the fork of a 

tree. The drey is made of 

twigs, and lined with soft 

materials, such as grass and 

leaves. In spring, and often 

in summer, too, the female 

gives birth to two or three 

young. At first, they have no fur 

and cannot see. After two or three 
months, the young squirrels leave 

the drey and begin to 


fend for themselves. Е 
Long strong 
T! 3np tightly 
onto smooth 
EZ ers mM - slippery branche: " | 
NUT NIBBLER EE Squirrels sit up to 
Vrecs provicle scarıirre with food all feed, holding food in 
their front paws 
Е Е 4 
If the squirrel spots 
an enemy. it may J 


wam others by 
1 l disp 31 mm th 
splaying 


SQUIRREL SIGNALS patch o! while f. 


rrels use sounds 
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| GUESS WHAT? 


] SURVIVAL SKILLS 
D Gray squirrels can run at In winter, the gray squirrel spends 
speeds of up to 18 mph. much of its time sheltering in its 

They are also good TIGHTROPE TRICKS 


drey. Before the cold weather 
arrives, the squirrel eats as much 
[ood as it can to build up stores of 
fat in its body. This will help it 


swimmers. They use their 
back feet to paddle 
themselves along, and 
hold their tail above the 


Squirrels leap gracefully from 
branch to branch, using their tails 
like rudders to change direction. 









| water like a bushy sail. Chey can balance e on the flimsiest survive when food is hard to find. It 
of twigs. and easily run up und also buries nuts in the ground, and 
down smooth tree trunks by uses its excellent sense of smell to 
claws. іе ground, squirrels 
| nn often stop and sit upright to sniff 
bark and leaves. the air for danger. 







Long, sensitive These young 
whiskers help the squirrels are 
squirrel feel its just a few 
way around. months old. 





Squirrels can 
fluff up their 
tails to make 
themselves 
look larger and 
more fearsome 










A NIGHT OUT 


ON COOL, WET NIGHTS, the spotted salamander 
comes out of its forest burrow to hunt for a meal. It makes no 
sound, unlike its noisy relatives, the frogs and toads. In spring, 
spotted salamanders travel to a nearby pond, often in large groups, 
to mate and lay their eggs. Each female lays about 100 eggs in a 
jelly-covered mass. One or two months later, the young, called 
larvae, hatch out into the water. They have a head and a long tail, 


and breathe ugh gills, like tish. They are carnivorous (meat- 
nd breathe through gills, like tish. They are carnivorous (me ENTE 


eating), and feed on small water insects. Over the next few TRE nic tomo! baths 
months they develop legs, and their gills are replaced by lungs vellow spots on this 

NES. К т - > salamanders body warn 
inside their bodies for breathing air. Eventually, the young tr mich amico 


salamanders climb out of the pond to begin life on land. snakes, to leave it alone. If it is 
attacked, a milky poison oozes out 


of special glands at the back of its 
head ‘Phe poison tastes nasty, so 
the enemy usually looks 
somewhere else for a meal. 














El, Yellovy spots 


LN / Fungi such as warn enemies 
| | j this mushroom that this 
| ғ also live in damp salamander 
f shady places is poisonous The eyes can 
Hi м 6С 
1: see well in 
DOWN UNDER | | the dark 
SDO dumande \ \ 


de 















The 





treamined shape of 
the salamander's s body 


ind tail hel ID I it burrow 
47 А? ЛҮ? | 


оск5, апа 


inder logs and 
through soil 
A 


f 


The feet end ın 


SN 27 е long. splayed toe 
Ч 1 P 


~ > the 
for shove ng the 


SO aside 


The salamander's 
smooth, moist skın 

helps it slither 
through soil easily 


GUESS WHAT? 
Spotted salamanders 
have become rare in 
many areas. This is 
because the ponds in 
which they lay their 
eggs have been polluted 
by acid rain, which can 
kill the young. 


The iaman«cler < 
delic te na m im 


SLIPPERY SRIN 


damaged as the 
burrows beneath th 
very ¥ ] 


Outer luyes 


Nave it 
they can 
breathe through 
their thin skin 


AFTERNOON SNACK 


[^ PUTIC“ 


Small cr 
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FABULOUS FUNGI чий 


LIKE LITTLE UMBRELLAS, toadstools sprout from 

tree trunks, branches, and leaf litter on the woodland » 

floor. Mushrooms and toadstools belong to a group | 

of organisms called fungi. Fungi feed on plants and | 

animals, both living and dead, whereas most plants 

make their food from air, water, and minerals. The main | 

part of the fungus is hidden away inside whatever it is » "1 

living on, such as a tree. [t is made of a network of fine, aM | | 
* | 


branching threads, called hyphae. These are grouped together 
in a cobweblike net, called a mycelium. When a fungus is 
ready to reproduce, it forms fruit bodies, such as toadstools, 
above the surface. These can be all sorts of shapes, depending 
on the kind of fungus. Each fruit body contains millions of 


These frills are 
found on many 


tiny spores, which are blown away by the wind, or carried off аон 
by animals that like to feed on the fungus. If the spores land gills, because they 

| : look like the gills 
in a suitable spot, they grow into new fungi. of a fish 


RECYCLING EXPERTS 


Without fungi, the woodkınd 


| I ‘ buried under piles ^ This fungus is called 
1 ж 
| nd other plant and _ 7 slippery jack Its name 
п гетии As the fungi feed ж: comes from the 
| 1 | slimy covering on 
= к. its cap. It grows 
111 1! nulricnt "Num. $e "T n ane “conifers 
- beneath conifers 
l such as Scotch ! 


ICT I > ? pine trees 









This ting shows where 

the cap used to be | 
Joined to the stalk 

while the fruit bod 

was developing 













































GUESS WHAT? 


At first, the fly agaric Poisonous fungi are 





E fungus is round, often called toadstools 
e Z2. — white. and egg- Some kinds of toadstools 
like. Then it are so deadly that once 
“38 grows a stalk they have been eaten, 
EE with a rounded there is no cure. Never 
7 cap. Finally it touch a wild mushroom 
er е а or toadstool without 
А checking with an expert < #89 
Жо ee ace that it is not poisonous. “а панн -... 


ELA KILTER TRUNK TROUBLE 
The bright red, poisonous fly agaric Some fungi produce fruit bodies 
often lives on the roots of birch trees. o M. shaped like shell 
The tree makes sugars that it stores in Бас К нес 
its roots, and the fungus takes some “ЗЛО ОГО These fungi 
of these sugars to feed on. In return, often grow out of living пес l 
the fly agaric helps the tree take up trunks El momici Es Шей 
minerals from the soil, so both the eventually kill the tree Other 
tree and the fungus benetit from ЇЗПЧЗОГ Бэй RS 
living together. Fly agaric gets its mu ced fas Neon 
name from its use as a fly killer. dead tree stumps and fallen logs. 
People used to mix it with milk and 
sugar to make a sweet but deadly 
liquid, which flies loved to drink. 


This kınd of 


These white spots bracket fungus 


is called many- 
y skin that covered the brown roll-rim is a zoned, paca ae 
growing toadstool. good example it has different 
They may be washed of a funnel- RARO OA ы 


off by heavy raın. shaped toadstool. Ae BN 
> E ta 


— 4 


< е 1 
Frilly gills run 
down the stem of the 
brown roll-rim fungus. Many-zoned 2 
: The spores fall from the а fungus grows 
edges of the gills. I throughout the 


year on all kinds 
of dead wood 


20 
GUESS WHAT? 
RILLER Sometimes trees are , 4 
chopped down with 52% 
developing wood wasp larvae $ ч 
\ | pa S PS inside them. These trees may 
be cut up into planks for 
buildıng houses or making 


ON SUNNY SUMMER days, male giant wood lurniture. A year or two later 


Wasps fly around the treet ps RT king for a mate. ко, ee Bull ты ШЕП IRE ES 
Meanwhile, the females search for conifer trees to lay ы 
their eggs in. After mating, each female drills narrow "M black stripes TI 
tunnels deep inside a tree using her long ovipositor. Then en TER 
she lays one egg inside each hole. The females usually ad a 
choose dead or dying trees, because the wood is softer for boring Бор ADE 
holes in. Two or three days later, caterpillarlike larvae (grubs) may fool enemies into 
that thi 11 i 


hatch, and begin to chew away at the wood. Each larva grows very 










slowly because wood is hard to digest, and is not very nutritious. 

About two years later the larva starts to hurrow its way out of the 

tree, stopping just below the surtace. Then it spins a cocoon 

made of silk and bits of chewed wood. After several 

months, the cocoon splits and the adult = 
wasp climbs out. It gnaws a short yes ar 
tunnel to esc ipe, then T f that build a 


flies off to find a mate. ~ 


HARMLESS HORNTAII, 


FRIENDLY FUNGUS 

The female wood wasp eats a fungus 
that she stores in her body. When she 
lays her eggs, she coats them with 
spores. These grow into fungus in the 
tunnels that the wasp larvae live in. In 
this way, the Wood wasp and fungus 
help each other. The wasp carries 

the fungus to its woody home, 

and the fungus breaks down 

the WO( xd into a 

substance that the 

larvae can eat 


This Ic (ng 


strong ovipositor 


iS for drilling 
holes and 


iaying eggs 





tv 
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W AKEFUL WEASEL 


BY DAY AND BY NIGHT, these agile weasels run and 
bound through the forest. They climb well, using their 
sharp claws to grip smooth or slippery surfaces. Although 
a weasel is very small, it is a ferocious hunter of other 
small animals. It is very strong for its size and a male can 
even kill animals larger than itself, such as young rabbits, 
when smaller prey is hard to find. 1n spring, and 
sometimes in late summer, too, female weasels give birth 
to a litter of between four and six young, called kittens, in 
an underground den. The young weasels grow fast and are 
soon able to join in hunting trips. When they are only 
three to four months old, they can fend for themselves. 


SMALL AND SLENDER 
M me is long. slender bod 


ho 0s | 1 f IM | VT 
as | 





Weasels are very alert 
and inquisitive. They 
often stand up on their 
hind legs to have a 
good look around 















A weasel's 
sense of smel 
15 very good. 


The weasel's 
thick, muscular 
neck allows it to 
keep a tight hold 
on a mouse 
or vole. 


A small, slim bod, 
like this loses heat 
quickly So weasels 
must eat often in 
order to keep warm 


а 


These sharp claws 
grıp surfaces and 
hold on to prey 


WINTER WHITE 


GUESS WHAT? In cold climates, where it often snows 
After a meal, a weasel the weasel molts (sheds) its brown fur 
often sleeps in the and grows a white coat for the winter 
burrow of its prey. It months. This makes it hard for prey 
may even make its and predators to see it against the 
home there, lining the snowy background. In spring, the 
burrow with the weasel grows brown fur 

animal's fur to help on its back once more. 

keep in warmth. 


The weasel's fur coat 
keeps its body warm 
and protects its skin 
from scratches. 


The ears listen for 
rustling noises 
FIERCE HUNTER made by prey in 
Weasels usually hunt alone. But , the undergrowth. 
when there are young, the family 
hunts together, so that the young get 


some practice before they go off on 
their own. Adult males catch rats, 
moles. and toads, as well as 

insects. Weasels kill small 

prey by biting it on the back 

of the neck. But if the prey is 

large, a weasel attacks the 

less protected throat. 


The weasel's sensitive 
whiskers help it find its 
way around, especially 
in the dark. 
















: \S swoop through open 


ing bright splashes of color 


14 : neva ill to other rosellas to let 
| | [he have found something to eat, and they 
f danger. Eastern rosellas live in pairs or in 


the male puts on a dramatic performance to 
ops his wings, fluffs up his breast feathers, and moves 
from side to side. After a male and female have mated, 
or the rest of their lives. They find a 
ете the female | ys between four 
[he male brings food tor the female 
) Keep them warm. After the eggs ive 


the parents look after their young until 





IT( ol Ї ( noueh to fly ott on their OWN. 


HOOKING UP 


There are 
nostrils on 
top of the 
beak for 
smelling food 


The beak is made 
of keratin, just like 


your fingernails Male rosellas like 


this one show off 
their brightly 
colored feathers 
to attract a mate 


GUESS WHAT? 
The eastern rosella is a 
kind of parrot. So many 
parrots have been taken 
from the wild for peopte to 
keep as pets, that several 
kinds are in danger of 
becoming extinct. They are also 
threatened by the destruction 
ol their woodland homes. 


FRUIT AND NUT 
This rosella feeds mainly on seeds. H 
uses its strong beak lil | nutcra 1 


to break them open. Then it pulls 
out the kernel with its thick, knobb 
tongue. The rosella also eats fruit 


nectar, und insects. To eat a piece of 
fruit, it makes a hole in the skin with 
sharp beak Then it SCOOPS 

out the soft flesh insidi 

the trust 









EARLY RISERS 


IN THE FIRST FEW WEERS of spring, the forest floor is 

carpeted with early flowers, such as bluebells and primroses. 
The leaves fall off the trees in autumn, and provide food for 
many tiny creatures, such as beetles and other insect larvae. 
Then tlowering plants use the early spring sunshine to bloom $ 
and produce seeds before the trees grow new leaves and cover 


the woodland floor in shade. Bluebells grow from seeds 
at first, then usually regrow their leaves and flowers 
each year from the bulbs that form in the soil. Ferns 
produce simple spores, which do not have their own 
food supply as seeds do. The plant flicks the spores out, 
and the wind spreads them. Each spore grows into a 
tiny, leaflike plant and a new fern grows from this. 


e‏ د 
B‏ 


477 
ХА ١ 
De 



















The buds stand up 
at first, but when the 
flowers open, they с; 
hang downward d 
Each plant has a 
single flower stalk, 

with up to 20 flowers. 
All the flowers grow on 
one side of the stalk 










A 


Bluebell leaves 
grow straight up 
trom the buib 






ES AT 
т 






The narrow leaves 
push up through the 
leaf fitar ın spring 


On warm days there 
are plenty of insects 
around, such as this 
butterfly, to carry 
pollen from flower 
to flower 









The female part, 
called the stigma, 
receives pollen 

from other flowers. 


The color around 
the veins gives this 
green-veined white 
butterfly its name. 


= 
t 
ke ee eg ad 1 






Bluebells are also SEED BOXES 
called wild hyacinths. Bluebells form seeds inside 
The flowers are usually 6 и i en 1 
ЕО НЕКЕ, capsules, which are like little boxes 
but they can be white with three compartments. When the 
or pink also. seeds are ripe they are shiny and 
black. Then the box splits open so 
that the seeds can fall to the 
ground and grow into new plants. 


CURLY CROZIERS 

Fern leaves grow from a swollen 
underground stem called a rhizome, 
which contains stored food. In 
spring, the young leaves slowly 
unfurl. They look like litde hooks, 
and they are called croziers, after the 
crook that a bishop carries during 
ceremonies. The curled shape helps 
prevent the soft young leaflets from 
drying out. 























L 
сауд 8% ay 
F m ж 

AX 24 - 
T қ, 
ra 






This fern is just 
beginning to f 
unfurl. The fronds % 
sometimes grow 
for up to two years 
before they appear 
above the ground. 












d 









The six petals сиг! Баск 
at the tip, forming a bell 
shape, so the pollen 
sacs on the stamens 
Stick out of the flower. 






















UNDERGROUND PANTRY 
Bluebells survive winter as small, 
white, egg-shaped bulbs buried in 
the soil. These bulbs contain food 
that the plant makes and stores 
during the summer. In spring, the 
first new leaves use the energy in 


the stored food to grow. 
5 Sometimes buds grow 


out of the rhizome and 


=> develop into new plants. 
IAS What looks like a large 
/ I “ч .. GUESS WHAT? fern is often several 
? / ЯТ © Prehistoric ferns grew plants growing together. 


as big as trees, and 

formed the world's first 
JN. forests. Their remains 
[| are part of the coal that 
| | we burn as fuel today. 


DANGER IN THE DARK к 
every segr nent tof the 
body Except for the 

DURING THE DAY, COMMON centipedes hide away in dark, "LA e are 

damp places on the torest floor. They lie under fallen leaves, 244 7 2 gu y 

logs, or stones, where they are safe from enemies, such as birds. 2e» a 

Centipedes come out at night to hunt. They eat insects, worms, 7 | ў | 

spiders, slugs, and even other centipedes. In spring or summer, / $ 22 

female centipedes lay their eggs, then cover them with soil to у A A 

keep them hidden trom enemies. When the young hatch out, | 

they have only seven body segments and seven pairs of legs. 

Their outer skin, called the exoskeleton, is hard and cannot | 

stretch. So every now and again, as a centipede y 0 V 

) 4 












orows bigger, it molts (sheds its skin). After each { 
Л . The centipede can N . 
of the first four molts, the centipede has more SC RM HEEL 
under stones. bark = 


body segments, all with a pair of legs. When this Bd 


common centipede has molted four times, it has DD d 
15 segments and a full set of 30 legs. 


ade 





LANKY LEGS 











COOL CUSTOMER 
Centipedes do not have a 
waterproof layer on their bodies 
as insects and spiders do. They 
can easily dry out, so they live 
in damp places where they do 
not lose too much moisture. 
Centipedes stay out of direct 
sunlight. and only hunt at night 
when the air is cool and moist. 


Long antennae 
(feelers) help the 
centipede feel its 

way around in 
the dark. 


Tiny hairs on the 
centipede's legs 
give it extra grip 
for running fast. 

















MOONLIGHT MURDER 
This animal is a fierce hunter. It 
has a pair of large, curved claws 
underneath the head, which it 
uses to grab prey. Centipedes 
paralyze their victims by injecting 
them with poison from fangs at 
the end of the claws. When the 
victim has stopped moving, the 
centipede tears it apart with its 
strong mouthparts 


Close up, you can 
just see tny hairs on 
the antennae. These 

hairs are very 
sensitive to touch. 





A tough outer 

layer, called the 
exoskeleton, protects the 
centipede's soft body. 








Each antenna ts 
divided into many 
segments, so it 
can bend easily. 


GUESS WHAT? 

The name centipede 
means "a hundred feet." 
But the number of feet 
varies from one kind of 
centipede to another. 
Some may have more 
than 300 feet, but others, 
Such as this common 
centipede, have only 30. 
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LOOK CLOSER! 


"= mm FOREST LIFE 


Take a closer look at nature‏ " چ 





LOOK CLOSER is an exciting series featuring 
larger -than-life photographs that help young readers study 
animals and plants in an original and exciting way. 


Look Closer at birds, plants, and other 
< ағы ыс. 
woodland wildlife in their natural surroundings. 


Study the enormous eyes of an OWI 
or the spotted skin of a Salamander. 


Find out how a wood wasp drills holes 
in trees and why a centipede can run fast. 
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TIDE POOL * FOREST LIFE < TREE CIEE 
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